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Meeting Notes


Meeting:	Working Group Kickoff Meeting

Date/Time:	May 18, 2010

Location:	Old Salem Visitor Center

Attendees:	63 Attendees
		Jumetta Posey – Facilitator
		Beverly Robinson – NCDOT Presenter
		Pat Ivey – NCDOT Presenter

James Boyer, PBS&J
Anne Morris, PBS&J
Karen Simon, Simon Resources
Amy Hubbard, Simon Resources
		NCDOT staff
			



Welcome/Introduction
· Ms. Posey welcomes attendees to the Combined Working Group Meeting to discuss design concepts and alternate routes for the Business 40 Improvement Project.
· She introduced the Ralph Womble, Division 9 NCDOT Commissioner, the project team and the presenters for the evening, Beverly Robinson, NCDOT, Project Manager and Pat Ivey, NCDOT, Division 9 Regional Engineer.

Community Outreach
· Ms. Posey gave a recap of the outreach process.
· How community outreach has been conducted and the success of the project thus far.
· Ms. Posey announced that the food and bottled water was donated by an anonymous patron.
· She explained the ground rules, went over packets, and informed the participants about the comment sheets and the NCDOT Voluntary Public Involvement form and asked each participant to fill them out and return them to the Project Team.
· Shared with the group the difference between alternate routes and detours. The only detour is going to be on Business 40 directing through traffic to I-40.  Alternate routes are the various routes taken by individuals familiar with the roadway system to arrive at their desired destination when their typical route is unavailable.

Presentation Summary

The power point presentation will be posted on the Business 40 website as an attachment to the Meeting Notes in addition to the meeting handout packets.

Alternate Routes 
· Beverly Robinson discussed alternate routes.  
· She discussed the 2 year closure option.
· Peters Creek to US 52; some connecting ramps may be closed as well.
· She provided information that was received from the origin and destination study that was conducted by NCDOT.
· Survey showed that 74% of the vehicles are commuters; 71% traveled from home and 75% traveled from work.
· She discussed the 4 scenarios regarding existing roadway networks.

Design Concepts
· Pat Ivey discussed the ideas of how traffic will be managed.
· He stressed the importance of public input.
· Pat stated that none of the design concepts are final.
· Pat explained to the group that the improvements on US 52 will provide some relief – project slated to begin in spring 2011.

Working Group Additional Issues/Concerns
· Participants wanted to know besides the percentages in regards to the destination study when and where the raw numbers can be reviewed.
· Expressed concerns in regards to overpasses for pedestrians and students on Luther King Jr. Drive.
· Several participants were concerned about children, students and seniors crossing Martin Luther King, Jr. Drive with the increase of traffic.
· Would the improvements to US 52 include Martin Luther King Jr. Drive?
· In regards to Salem Academy’s alternate lane, is it just considered in concept 4 or all concepts?
· Participants wanted an explanation in regards to the closing of Liberty street – was it an engineering decision that decided that concept?
· In regards to traffic patterns – how is the 2 year closure going to affect Martin Luther King Jr. Drive moving east to west?
· What are the proposed improvements to Martin Luther King Jr. Drive intersections?
· What are air quality and noise analysis in regards to the increased traffic?
· Participants expressed confusion about the display maps and the lack of clarity for them.
· What are the impacts to businesses?
· What are the impacts to medical facilities and EMS transportation?
· Participants stated that the concepts displayed will not alleviate transportation to and for critical patients.
· Participants stated that there will be burdens to the senior residents in East Winston.
· Participants expressed concerns about the lack of parking at Winston Salem State University.
· Participants expressed more advanced notice regarding upcoming meetings.
· Group stated there needs to be more community involvement and more input on decisions.
· Can additional participants be added to the working groups?
· A schedule regarding working group meetings would be helpful.
· Are there any ideas and provisions to the exit ramp from Martin Luther King Jr. Drive to US 52?
· Will the ramps at 3rd, 4th, and 5th street be closed?
· Can Green Street be kept opened as a street or pedestrian bridge?
· Will Liberty street ramp be removed?
· Concerned about access to east Winston via Martin Luther King Jr. Drive


Next Meeting
· Day: TBD
· Potential Location: TBD
· Potential Time: TBD

Jumetta adjourned the meeting at 7:45 pm stating that the Project Team will be determining when the next Working Group will be held. 
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